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ERNIE: And so It is presuming. It's always presumption to
think you know better than other people.

MRS. MILLER: I'm sure Sheppey doesn't meaa It like that.
No one knows 'is place better than what he does. Why,
I've 'eard 'im say twenty times,, I like a joke as well as any
man, but I wouldn't take a liberty with one of my
customers any more than Pd like 'im to take a liberty
with me.

FLORRIE: {.Almost with ago%y.] You're not going to take
dad's side? You can't do that., mum. I mean, think of
Ernie and me.

MRS. MILLER: It's not a matter of taking sides. I want to
do what's best for everybody. But It's like this, if the

doctors say 'e's not quite right In 'Is 'ead, well, that
settles It. But if they say ?e is, then I don't feel justified in

preventing 'Im from doing what 'e thinks Is right.

FLORRIE: Mum. Mum. I think that's awful. [Almost in
fears.] O God, make them say he's potty. O God, make
them say he's potty.

MRS. AliLLER: I don't say that I don't think the idea's
peculiar. And I know it won't be very pleasant for any
of us. But 'ow do I know 'e's not right?

ERNIE: I should have thought your common sense would
have told you that.

MRS. MILLER: I'm not clever like you, Ernie. I feel a lot
that I can't exactly say. There's something in my 'eatt
that says, dear old Sheppey, 'e always was a character.

ERNIE: D'you mean to say you're going to sit there
twiddling your thumbs and watch him throwing all
that money down the drain?

MRS. MILLER: I shan't like It, of course. I mean, I should
'ave liked to own this Jouse and It would *ave been a
3elp to 'ave a girl In to do the rough work. But there's
something inside me that says, all that don't matter